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GLOSSARY  
 Commonly used terms - stone maintenance 

 
Acid Sensitive Stone:   
Stones that usually contain calcium that will react with acids; this reaction results in 
removing or etching the polish on the stone – stones included in this group are marble, 
limestone and travertine.  Common household acids include citrus juice such as lemon, 
some cosmetics, or cleaners with acidic compounds. 
 
Ceramic Tile:   
Tiles that are made by shaping a nonmetallic mineral, such as clay, and then fired at a 
high temperature, which gives the tile its hardness. 
 
Granite:   
Extremely hard and dense igneous rock having a visibly crystalline texture; generally 
composed of granular flecks of feldspar, mica and quartz spread consistently 
 
Grout:   
A thin mortar poured and used to fill cracks and spaces in a stone or tile installation. 
 
Limestone:   
A sedimentary rock composed of the mineral calcite (calcium carbonate) or dolomite. 
 
Marble:   
A hard, crystalline, metamorphic rock formed by alteration of limestone or dolomite, 
often irregularly colored by impurities.  Marble is both durable and beautiful and can 
stand heavy use but can be stained or scratched. 
 
Porcelain Tile:   
Porcelain Tiles are formed under extremely high pressure and fired at very high 
temperatures.  This makes these tiles much denser and stronger than the common 
glazed ceramic tiles. 
 
Quartzite:   
Quartzite is a sandstone that has been recrystallized or cemented by silica. 
 
Sandstone:   
A sedimentary stone that is a type of limestone that was deposited on ancient sea beds.  
These stones vary widely from fragile chalky seashell encrusted with an open texture to 
a denser harder stone suitable for flooring materials. 
 
Slate:   
A metamorphic stone that is characterized by a sheet-like structure with parallel 
cleavage, which permits it to be split readily into thins, smooth sheets.  It is composed 
of clay, quartz and mica and comes in a multitude of colors. 
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Terrazzo:   
A colorful decorative flooring material made of marble or stone chips embedded in a 
cement or epoxy binder.  After the floor has hardened it is ground and polished to a 
smooth and durable finish.  Traditionally, terrazzo floors are poured and set on site, but 
manufactured terrazzo tiles are also available. 
throughout the stone. 
 
Travertine:   
A form of limestone distinguished by layered structures of pores and cavities producing 
an open texture.  It is formed from calcium carbonate that is deposited from the water 
of mineral springs (especially hot springs) or streams holding lime in solution. 
 
VOC or Volatile Organic Compounds:   
Organic chemical compounds thqat have high enough vapor pressures under normal 
conditions to significantly vaporize and enter the atmosphere, the EPA defines VOC as 
any organic compound that the participates in a photo reaction.  (All stone Pro products 
are V.O.C. compliant in all 50 states). 

 
 
 


